Sexually Transmitted Diseases!
· Many sufferers do not know they carry a disease

· Diseases may lead to infertility, blindness & death

· Usually affect the female more seriously than the male! WHY?
I: SYPHILIS: caused by the bacteria Treponema pallidum
· transmitted through sexual contact

· can pass to the baby during a vaginal birth – BAD

Early Symptoms:

· chancre sores, lesions and rash in the pelvic area

Late Symptoms:

· bacteria can be latent for 10-30 years

· attack brain, skin, spinal cord

· causes blindness, deafness, heart disease

· mental illness or paralysis

Cure: 

· antibiotics will rid it if given early

· if advanced there is no cure

II: GONORRHEA:caused by bacteria Neisseria gonorrhoeae
· transmitted through sexual contact

Early Symptoms:

· painful urination & pus discharge from urethra in male

· in women infects the cervix & cause pelvic inflammation

Late Symptoms:

· sterility

· arthritis

· heart problems & skin rashes

· Pregnant women can pass gonorrhea to baby’s eyes leading to blindness

· Hospitals routinely treat all babies eyes with antibiotics

III: CHLAMYDIA: caused by bacteria Chlamydia trachomastis
· transmitted through sexual contact

Symptoms:

· burning sensation in urethra, uterus

· fallopian tubes & pelvis inflammation

· eye damage & pneumonia

· similar to gonorrhea

Cure: Antibiotics

IV: HERPES: caused by a virus

· Type I causes cold sores

· Type II causes genital sores (simplex)

Symptoms:

· blisters & rashes over pelvic region

· pus & blood discharge

· no cure for the disease

· latent & active phases of the disease

· can cause brain damage or death of newborns

V: AIDS – cause by HIV (human immunodeficiency virus)

· Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

· Attacks the immune system and transmitted via body fluid exchange (sexual & blood exchange)

Symptoms:

· ARC: Aids related complex

· Fever, aches, fatigue, diarrhea, tumours, anemia

· Long latent period (up to 10 years)

· No vaccine but AZT can slow its progress by interfering with viral replication

· See the fact sheet

