
Endocrine System Disorders

Hypothyroidism –  underactive thyroid gland (see Cretinism)
Hyperparathyroidism – osteoporosis & overactive muscular and nervous synapse function
Hypoparathyroidism – low levels of calcium in the blood
Cretinism – low thyroxin levels (stunted growth, low metabolism, mental impairment)

Myxoedema – caused by an inactive thyroid gland (causes person to retain water, physical impairment, quick mental deterioration)  in notes
Goiter – overactive thyroid, but no secretion of thyroxin.  Thyroid gland swells in notes
Graves Disease – overactive thyroid, very high metabolism.  in notes
Addison’s Disease – Adrenal gland produces insufficient steroid hormones  (cortisol mainly) – symptoms = fatigue, weakness, weight loss 

Cushing’s Syndrome – high levels of cortisol because of high levels of ACTH
Gigantisism or Acromegaly – too much growth hormone in adulthood
Dwarfism – insufficient supply of growth hormone in childhood

Diabetes Mellitus – insufficient or no insulin; produce urine with sugar in it


Type 1) Juvenile onset: by age of 6, genetic


Type 2) Maturity onset: by 50’s-70’s; beta cells slow down insulin production 

Gestational: pregnant women, controlled by diet mainly, sign that you may 

eventually have maturity onset

Diabetes Incipidus – lack of ADH; loose lots of water therefore glucose concentrations increase; constant thirst; blood becomes hypertonic; take antidiuretic drug
